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mourning and caring for her sick moth-
er. The few interviews Linda does get, 
she is surrounded by people in their 
twenties and thirties and thinks that 
her age might be keeping her from se-
curing a job. 

‘‘My unemployment ended on Decem-
ber 28. I have no savings. I haven’t paid 
rent yet, or electricity, or the car pay-
ment, or the phone bill because I don’t 
have enough money to make those pay-
ments,’’ she wrote to me. 

Well, Linda, I hope your Republican 
Congressman reaches out to you imme-
diately to explain to you in his own 
words why you shouldn’t have your un-
employment insurance extended after 
being employed for 40 years in this 
country. 

Unemployment isn’t a temporary 
problem for Daniel Burrow of Beau-
regard, Alabama. Daniel just hit his 
26th week of filed unemployment. He 
lost his job in the auto industry in 2012 
while he was on medical leave. The 45- 
year-old has exhausted all his unem-
ployment benefits and applied for more 
than 50 jobs with no luck. His wife wor-
ries how the family will afford gas for 
Daniel to go job hunting or how the 
family will pay for necessities not cov-
ered by food stamps. 

In Florida, 49-year-old Jim Lanzerio 
can barely pay his bills while he raises 
his 17-year-old daughter on his own. 
His unemployment insurance will run 
out in February, and he wonders why 
Congress cannot reach a deal on ex-
tending Federal emergency unemploy-
ment insurance. He has been looking 
for a job every day since early October 
and is ‘‘not sitting back and waiting. I 
would go back to work immediately if 
someone offered me a job.’’ 

This is more than politics for 70,000 
individuals in Florida who already lost 
their unemployment insurance. These 
are just three stories. There are 1.3 
million more that could be shared here 
today of people who have lost their un-
employment insurance on December 28. 

Yesterday was the 50th anniversary 
of President Johnson’s announcing a 
war on poverty. The real question is: 
Why are our colleagues waging a war 
on the war on poverty? 

f 

THE WAR ON POVERTY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. FUDGE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to commemorate the 50th anniver-
sary of President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
war on poverty. 

In 1964, President Johnson stood in 
this Chamber and addressed a Congress 
that represented a nation where more 
than 25 percent of Americans lived in 
poverty. In his address, President 
Johnson launched an agenda that led 
to the creation of Medicare, Medicaid, 
Job Corps, Head Start, and nutrition 
assistance for those who struggle to 
put food on their table. 

His war, and its resulting programs, 
helped move millions out of poverty. 

From 1967 to 2012, the poverty rate fell 
from 26 percent to 16 percent, largely 
because of the strong safety net pro-
grams initiated by President Johnson’s 
agenda. 

Yet here we are today, 50 years later, 
and too many Americans are still liv-
ing on the outskirts of hope because 
the war on poverty has now become a 
war on the poor. In the last year alone, 
Congress has agreed to indiscriminate, 
across-the-board cuts known as seques-
tration in an effort to balance the 
budget, and the House passed a farm 
bill that cut SNAP by $40 billion. Se-
questration hurts the very people who 
need help the most by greatly reducing 
critical funding to programs like WIC 
and Head Start. 

Congress drastically cut one of the 
most powerful antipoverty programs, 
SNAP, better known as food stamps. 
That is absurd when, according to the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 
SNAP kept 4.9 million Americans out 
of poverty in 2012 alone, including 2.2 
million children. 

Congress has also chosen not to ex-
tend unemployment insurance. Even 
though our country continues to lift 
itself out of the recession, many Amer-
icans still need our support. Turning 
our back on the 1.4 million Americans 
who have lost their jobs through no 
fault of their own is unconscionable. 

In an interview yesterday, I was 
asked to respond to a quote regarding 
unemployment insurance by a Repub-
lican, and this is what he said. He said: 

We have to introduce the blessing of work 
to people who have never seen it. 

And let me just say, to be clear, he 
could not possibly have been talking 
about unemployment insurance, be-
cause you have to have worked to even 
receive it. So he obviously doesn’t 
know what unemployment insurance 
is. 

And to my colleague, I say that the 
American people know that they 
should be blessed with work, but they 
need meaningful work with a living 
wage. 

I will continue to be a voice for the 
poor and will always fight on behalf of 
the 46 million Americans trying to sur-
vive in households with inadequate in-
comes. Americans need us to open the 
gates of opportunity so they can eat 
properly, get a quality education, and 
find good-paying jobs. 

So on this 50th anniversary, I am 
making it clear that the war on pov-
erty might be over, but the fight for 
the poor is not. We must reinforce the 
plans of President Johnson that would 
ensure all Americans can support 
themselves and their families and have 
better chances to contribute to our 
economy and our society. This is the 
way we build upon the progress we 
have made over the past five decades, 
not by taking action to reverse it. 

To paraphrase Dr. King, he says, we 
have an obligation to those who have 
been left out of the sunlight of oppor-
tunity. 

FOOTBALL SUCCESS IN NORTH 
CAROLINA’S TENTH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, last 
month was a big one for North Carolina 
football. You probably are well aware 
of the exploits of Cam Newton and the 
Carolina Panthers having clinched a 
playoff berth, but it was actually in my 
district, the Tenth District of North 
Carolina, in western North Carolina 
that was really the epicenter of foot-
ball in North Carolina in the month of 
December. 

First, there was Crest High School in 
Cleveland County representing the 
Boiling Springs and Shelby area. Crest 
is a perennial powerhouse in North 
Carolina high school football. This 
year’s Charger team was under the 
guidance of Coach Mark Barnes. They 
rode a 14-game winning streak on their 
way to winning the North Carolina 
High School Athletic Association 3AA 
West title. While they were upset in 
the State championship game, it was 
another very impressive season for 
Coach Barnes and his great team. 

While the Crest defeat was dis-
appointing, all was not lost for Cleve-
land County, as another traditional 
power, Shelby High School, also played 
for a State championship. The Golden 
Lions went 12–4 this year, and capped 
the season with a 29–7 victory to win 
the North Carolina 2A State football 
championship. Coach Lance Ware and 
his team continued the proud tradition 
at Shelby as this marked the school’s 
12th State championship—pretty in-
credible, considering my high school 
has had a hard time just getting one or 
two. 

Finally, the football success in North 
Carolina 10 continued in Catawba 
County, where Lenoir-Rhyne Univer-
sity, their football team enjoyed their 
best season in school history. The 
Bears, coached by Mike Houston, won a 
school record 13 games on their way to 
earning a spot in the NCAA Division II 
championship game in Florence, Ala-
bama. While they lost the champion-
ship game, this year’s Bears team fin-
ished the season ranked second in the 
Nation and provided a thrilling ride for 
the Lenoir-Rhyne campus and Hickory, 
as a whole. Both the faculty and alum-
ni were very excited, and they had a 
great rally before that game. And it ac-
tually brought Lenoir-Rhyne onto the 
national stage for some attention as 
well. It is a great university. 

So I want to congratulate Crest, 
Shelby, and Lenoir-Rhyne on their 
great successes this last football sea-
son. Now it is up to Cam and Luke to 
keep it going for North Carolina foot-
ball. And, hopefully, the Panthers will 
win. 

Go Panthers. 
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URGING THE REPUBLICAN LEAD-
ERSHIP TO PASS UNEMPLOY-
MENT ASSISTANCE FOR THE 
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBSTER). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. 
DAVIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, as our Nation marks the 50th 
anniversary of the war on poverty this 
week, I rise to urge the Republican 
leadership in the House of Representa-
tives to immediately extend unemploy-
ment assistance to the long-term un-
employed workers who continue to 
struggle to find jobs as our economy 
recovers from one of the worst eco-
nomic crises in its history. 

The declaration of the war on pov-
erty was a historic moment in our Na-
tion’s history when we affirmed our na-
tional priority to support those in 
need. The war on poverty helped reaf-
firm that our government has a respon-
sibility to protect our citizens, espe-
cially during times of economic hard-
ship. Providing support and economic 
opportunity creates a stronger citi-
zenry and a stronger country. 

In contrast, the expiration of the 
emergency unemployment program 
last month undermines the economic 
security of our citizens and of our Na-
tion. The expiration of the emergency 
unemployment program cut off more 
than 1.3 million Americans from unem-
ployment insurance, with approxi-
mately 72,000 additional Americans los-
ing benefits each week during the first 
half of 2014. 

In my home State of Illinois, where 
the unemployment rate remains high, 
at 9.2 percent, an estimated 82,000 Illi-
noisans lost benefits on December 28, 
with 38,000 of those citizens living in 
Cook County alone. An additional 
89,100, or roughly 3,000 Illinoisans a 
week, will exhaust regular benefits 
without access to emergency benefits 
in just the first half of 2014. 

Failing to help these citizens is an 
unacceptable failure of leadership. 
Failure to continue emergency unem-
ployment benefits is not a theoretical 
issue for millions of Americans. It is a 
daily nightmare. 

These Americans lost their jobs 
through no fault of their own. They 
tirelessly try to find work when the 
jobs are few and far between. They 
struggle to cover basic food, housing, 
and transportation costs for their fami-
lies on an average of $290 a week, a pit-
tance which typically replaces only 
half of the average family’s expendi-
tures. Failing to help these citizens is 
an unacceptable failure. 

Failure to continue emergency un-
employment benefits poses a realistic 
threat to our fragile economic recov-
ery, costing over 200,000 much-needed 
jobs and restricting our economic 
growth. The expiration drained over 
$400 million from State economies. In 
Illinois alone, the loss of an average 

$313 in the weekly benefit means a neg-
ative impact of $25 million for our citi-
zens. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt said, 
‘‘The test of our progress is not wheth-
er we add more to the abundance of 
those who have much; it is whether we 
provide enough for those who have lit-
tle.’’ Congress must act quickly to sup-
port our citizens and our economic re-
covery by continuing emergency unem-
ployment benefits. The time to do it is 
now. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE ANDY JACOBS OF 
INDIANA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased today to rise to honor the life 
of a great Hoosier, one of Indiana’s fin-
est public servants, Representative 
Andy Jacobs. I didn’t know Andy as 
well as some of my other Hoosier col-
leagues, but I met him several times 
during his three decades representing 
Indiana in Congress, and I certainly 
knew Andy by his stellar reputation. 

What impressed me most about him 
on those occasions that we met was the 
humbleness with which he approached 
his job and the respect and civility he 
showed for his constituents and his col-
leagues, regardless of their party affili-
ation or political ideology. Andy never 
took himself too seriously. He drove a 
beat-up Oldsmobile and dressed like an 
average guy, which he was. 

This humble and decent man was a 
fierce advocate for civil rights and sen-
ior citizens and built a remarkable 
record of public service on behalf of his 
constituents. That is why he was held 
in such unusually high regard by Re-
publicans and Democrats alike. 

Andy exemplified all that was right 
about being a public servant. He could 
disagree without being disagreeable. He 
believed you could lift people up with-
out tearing people down. Despite his 
many years representing his constitu-
ents in Congress, he refused to become 
jaded and allow what is wrong with 
politics to stop him from doing what is 
right. 

Representative Andy Jacobs never 
forgot where he came from and personi-
fied what being a Hoosier is all about. 
He was a good man and led a great life 
that left a remarkable legacy. 

I want to extend the thoughts and 
prayers of the people of Indiana’s Sixth 
Congressional District to Andy’s wife, 
children, and to all those who knew 
and loved him. May God comfort and 
watch over them and continue to bless 
the country that Andy so loved. 

f 

BIPARTISANSHIP EVERY DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I sa-
lute my colleague for those eloquent 
remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, the famed English poet 
Alfred Tennyson once wrote, ‘‘Hope 
smiles from the threshold of the year 
to come.’’ Indeed, let’s hope that this is 
the spirit that greets us here in the 
start of the second session of the 113th 
Congress. Having ended last year on a 
high note with the passage of the bi-
partisan budget agreement, we should 
resolve to keep that momentum going 
in this new year. 

Our first order of business should be 
delivering on the bipartisan accord 
reached before the holidays. Thanks to 
that agreement, we, for the first time, 
will replace a portion of the indiscrimi-
nate cuts of sequestration with a more 
balanced approach. That is particularly 
important in communities like my own 
in northern Virginia which were dis-
proportionately affected because of 
their strong ties to the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

Next week’s anticipated appropria-
tions package will increase Federal in-
vestments in research, innovation, and 
transportation. That, in turn, will help 
unleash business investments and cre-
ate jobs, which have lagged due to the 
sense of uncertainty fueled by the po-
litical brinkmanship here in Congress. 
Until those dollars produce results, we 
need to work together to extend the 
current safety net, specifically, unem-
ployment insurance and nutrition as-
sistance, to make sure we are not leav-
ing our friends and neighbors behind. 

We have made significant strides 
pushing down the unemployment rate 
to 7 percent, its lowest point in 5 years. 
We have added more than 8 million jobs 
in the past 4 years nationwide. That is 
still 1.3 million short of the number 
that were there before the Great Reces-
sion. 

Equally important, 40 percent of the 
unemployed are long-term unem-
ployed, 2 years or more. This struc-
tural unemployment has been dev-
astating for those individuals and their 
families in their respective commu-
nities. That is why extending emer-
gency unemployment benefits is so 
critically important. This is a lifeline 
that families rely on to keep food on 
the table. 

More than 1.3 million Americans, in-
cluding 9,000 in my own home State of 
Virginia and another 39,000 in the 
Speaker’s State of Ohio, have already 
lost benefits because of Congress’ inac-
tion. Thousands more will see their 
benefits cut in the coming months. I 
remind my friends on the Republican 
side of the aisle that both unemploy-
ment insurance and nutrition assist-
ance provide an immediate and tan-
gible boost to our local economies. 
Pulling that assistance back now 
would be devastating in its effects and 
would undercut the economic momen-
tum we have worked so hard to build 
these past few months. 

Every dollar in assistance provided 
to the unemployed generates $1.64 in 
the local economy, and similarly, 
every dollar provided under the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 06:26 Feb 01, 2014 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD14\H09JA4.REC H09JA4bj
ne

al
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-29T08:10:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




